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1.1 Organic reduces emissions of carbon dioxide by avoiding fossil fuel-based fertilizers The production, 

transport and use of fossil fuel-based fertilizers and pesticides are the main uses of energy in agriculture, and 

are significant contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, particularly carbon dioxide.
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2.2 Technical Assistance The technical assistance infrastructure that exists for conventional agriculture does 
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2.3 Financial Risk Management 
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2.4 Market Infrastructure Development Successful organic production requires market access, local processing infrastructure, and market 

stability. For organic farms practicing diverse crop rotations and cover cropping, it can be challenging to market the full range of crop types 
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Policies designed to support farming practices with positive environmental outcomes have been growing at the federal, state, and private 

levels. Typically utilizing public-private partnerships, these programs use a combination of expertise, education, financial incentives, grants, 

and market-access to improve agriculture’s ability to mitigate and adapt to climate change. Innovative e"orts at the state and private level 

may provide a roadmap for the federal government to create new, or enhance, existing programs to support the growing organic market. 
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NRCS Conservation Reserve Program From o!ces that span the country, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers several programs 
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CA Healthy Soils Initiative The California Healthy Soils Initiative (CHSI) was first 
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Anheuser-Busch is incentivizing transition to organic production through transition premiums, transition grants, long-term contracts, and 
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1. Advances organic agriculture: Any policy that addresses the role of climate 

change in food and agriculture must advance the opportunity for organic 

agriculture to be a climate change solution and allow organic to be successful. 

Policies must not directly conflict with or undermine organic. 

2. Science-based, data-driven and verifiable: Policy solutions should be based 

on and supported by science and data. Data collection and life-cycle analysis are 

critical to evaluating emissions and improving outcomes. Tools for conducting data 

collection and life-cycle analysis should be best in class and subject to continual 

improvement with support from USDA and experts across science, industry, and 



U.S. communities, economies, and ecosystems are under threat from 

climate change. The organic sector has been a leading pioneer in 

advancing sustainable, climate-friendly agricultural practices for decades, 
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