


Farmers Advisory Council Meetings and Membership 



on how to navigate hot-button issues when not all FAC 

organizations are in agreement with each other or with the 

position of OTA. There was no clear solution to this inevitable 

set of circumstances, yet the discussion was valuable for  

all in understanding how FAC informs OTA’s policy agenda  

and how a particular organization can opt out of supporting  

OTA positions.

Farmers Advisory Council Members Visit USDA Agencies

FAC members participated in a USDA agency blitz at OTA’s 

Policy Conference. Over the course of a single day, FAC and 

OTA staff held meetings with five separate agencies at USDA: 

Risk Management Agency, Food Safety Inspection Service, 

Farm Service Agency, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 

and the National Organic Program. Some meetings had specific 

asks, while some meetings were for general introductions and 

contact. The meeting with Food Safety Inspection Service 

focused on requesting a policy change so that organic livestock 

producers and processors under Food Safety Inspection 

Service (FSIS) inspection could use the term “non-GMO” on 

their organic products without additional third-party verification 

from the Non-GMO Project. Meeting attendees explained the 

disadvantage they face in the marketplace and suggested 
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Co-Chair

Perry Clutts

Pleasantview Farm | Ohio

OTA Board Member – Farmer Seat

Co-Chair

Samantha Cabaluna

Earthbound Farm | California

OTA Board Member – Community Relations Committee

Participating Organizations

FAC Members
Larry Bailey
Clean Food Farm | Washington
Affiliation: Tilth Producers of Washington

Jon Bansen
Double J Jerseys | Oregon
Affiliation: CROPP Cooperative  

Grant Brians
Heirloom Organic Gardens | California
Affiliation: CCOF Inc.

Nate Brown
Amaltheia Organic Dairy | Montana
Affiliation: Montana Organic Association

John Brunnquell 
Egg Innovations Inc. | Indiana
Affiliation: OTA Member

Doug Crabtree
Vilicus Farms | Montana
Affiliation: OTA Member

Andrea Davis-Cetina 
Quarter Acre Farm | California
Affiliation: CCOF Inc.

Steve Koretoff 
Nick Koretoff Ranches & Purity Organics | California


